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There is one question which has dominated 
Professor El-Said’s work and thoughts 
since his undergraduate days in Jordan 
and his postgraduate study both in London 
and Manchester: ‘Why in the Arab world 
despite all its wealth has the area failed to 
industrialise?’

The question has dominated Hamed’s work 
and from being a critic of the methods of the 
World Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund – in their attempts to offer ‘western’ 
solutions to the economies of the Middle 
East and North Africa – his research has 
been adopted by these organisations as the 
guiding principles for success in the region.

More recently, Hamed’s work on terrorism 
and business has shaped the thinking 
of large organisations and governments 
venturing into the region. Four major studies 
and two books were produced as a result of 
the research, which were both endorsed and 
used by the UN in their attempt to counter 
terrorism at a global level.

Centre for International Business and Innovation
http://www.business.mmu.ac.uk/cibi
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Writing the United Nations’ Prevention of Violent 
Extremism Strategy
 
In April 2015 Professor El-Said was invited by the United Nations 
in New York to participate in co-writing a new United Nations 
Prevention of Violent Extremism Strategy. The strategy was later 
delivered by UN General Secretary Ban Ki-moon in October 2016 
and unanimously agreed by UN member states. 

Hamed was part of a very small and carefully selected team 
of three scholars chosen by the UN to draft and write the new 
strategy. The strategy stemmed from UN Council Resolution 2178 
(September 2014) which called upon all member states to take new 
measures to prevent the occurrence of violent extremism. 

The strategy is the most important policy document affecting the 
policies of member states, all of which have to adopt its elements 
and implement them.
 
www.un.org/counterterrorism/ctitf/en/plan-action-prevent-
violent-extremism


