
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A Wind in the Door by Madeleine L’Engle: Reading guide 
 
The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, 

specifically microbiology, by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease 

forms some part of the story. We also try to associate books, where possible, with 

some other activity or event, to widen interest, and to broaden impact. 

We have established a fairly fluid membership of our bookclub through our website 

In The Loop (www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop), but we hope to encourage others 

to join, to set up their own bookclub, suggest books and accompanying activities to 

us, and give feedback about the books that they have read, using our website as the 

focus for communication. 

Our bookclub comprises both microbiologists and members of the general public. 

We felt that this would encourage some discussion on the science – accuracy, 

impact etc – as well as about the book.   

 

A Wind in the Door (1973) is the second in a series by Madeleine L’Engle. The book 

is classified as ‘young adult science fantasy’. It focuses on aspects of the cell – the 

mitochondrion in particular. 

A child is ill with a mitochondrial disease. His mother is trying to find a cure (she has 

an electron microscope in the house); his father is tackling galactic issues. His sister 

provides the focus for the story and its fantastic progression involving travel into the 

cell, fighting evil, working together to triumph over all.  

 

Questions 

This book can be discussed without reference to underpinning science – there 

are many religious and scientific aspects to consider. The questions below 

combine scientific and general questions. 

1. Did you like the book? There was a lot of new language being introduced 

throughout – what is your view on this? 

2. Did you like the characters? Did you have any favourite characters? 
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3. Did you think there was a lot of science in the book, or not? If yes, what did 

you think were the key concepts? 

4. What are mitochondria? What are farandolae? 

5. What is mitochondrial disease? 

6. Is there any microbiology in the book? 

7. Have you come across the work of Lynn Margulis? How does this relate to the 

story? 

8. Does chaos theory or fractal science have a role in the novel? 

9. There are many occasions in the book where relationships, love, connectivity 

are essential. What impression did they make on you? Do they connect well 

with some of the more scientific aspects? 

10. Would you read another book in the series? 

 

Joanna Verran 

 

 

 


