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The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, 

specifically microbiology, by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease 

forms some part of the story. We also try to associate books, where possible, with 

some other activity or event, to widen interest, and to broaden impact. 

We have established a fairly fluid membership of our bookclub through our website 

In The Loop (www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop), but we hope to encourage others 

to join, to set up their own bookclub, suggest books and accompanying activities to 

us, and give feedback about the books that they have read, using our website as the 

focus for communication. 

Our bookclub comprises both microbiologists and members of the general public. 

We felt that this would encourage some discussion on the science – accuracy, 

impact etc – as well as about the book.   

The reason we chose this book was that it had malaria as a focus within the 

narrative, and we were having the meeting on World Malaria Day (25th April 2010). 

The plot develops around the work of scientist Ronald Ross, who made the 

discovery that mosquitoes transmit malaria – for which he received the Nobel Prize 

in 1902. However, on top of this interesting example of the history of microbiology, 

and the problems, attitudes and thoughts of pioneer microbiologists of the nineteenth 

century,  the novel adds additional fictional layers onto this account, encompassing 

Indian mysticism, chromosome/personality transfer, immortality, aspects of Indian 

culture and Colonialism. 

 

Questions 

1. Did you enjoy the novel? Did you find the plot easy to understand? What is 

your interpretation of the plot? What aspects did you like/dislike? 

 

2. What about the characters? Were they well drawn? How many of them 

have/have had malaria? Did you see the repeated characters? Could you 

identify who was who? Lutchman is very intangible? Sonali/Urmila? The boy 

with the gap tooth? 

 

 

3. Memorable images? 
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4. Indian mysticism? The link with microbiology? 

 

 

5. The historical aspects of microbiology?  Did you want to find out more about 

malaria?  

 

6. What value might the novel be for encouraging discussion about malaria? 

Ideas for activities? The history of medicine? The global importance of 

malaria? 

 

 

7. Colonialism? Ethics? Difficulties of pioneering research, associating a 

pathogen with a disease? 
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