
 

Bad Bugs Bookclub Reading Guide: Dracula by Bram Stoker 

 The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, 

specifically microbiology, by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease 

forms some part of the story. We also try to associate books, where possible, with 

some other activity or event, to widen interest, and to broaden impact. 

We have established a fairly fluid membership of our bookclub through our website 

In The Loop (www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop), but we hope to encourage others 

to join, to set up their own bookclub, suggest books and accompanying activities to 

us, and give feedback about the books that they have read, using our website as the 

focus for communication. 

Our bookclub comprises both microbiologists and members of the general public. 

We felt that this would encourage some discussion on the science – accuracy, 

impact etc – as well as about the book.   

Dracula was written in 1897, but the year in which it was set is not mentioned. It has 

had enormous impact on literature and the media ever since. Currently, interest in 

vampires is significant, particularly across younger generations due to novels, 

television series and films such as the Twilight, True Blood, Vampire Diaries series, 

and in the recent past Buffy, Angel, the Anne Rice series (Interview with the 

Vampire). There is considerable discussion regarding the causes of this interest: 

vampire fiction seems to represent many of the fears or interests of its contemporary 

readership…thus Twilight and romance/celibacy; True Blood and racism; Buffy and 

independent women; Interview with the Vampire and, possibly homosexuality. The 

original novel touched upon many issues of interest to the time in which it was 

written. 

Discussion points 

1. Did you enjoy the book? 

2. How did you find the presentation – the use of different types of documents to 

provide the narrative? Representation of accents? Difficult or easy to read?  

3. Were the characters well drawn? Did you have a favourite character?  

4. There are many references to modern (of that time) technology. Did you find 

any examples? How important was technology to the story? 

5. What does Dracula look like? Does it differ from your notion of Dracula? 

Relationship to appearance in the current media (tv, film etc)? Differences 

between current and original vampires? 

http://www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop


6. Issues of feminism were touched upon. How did you feel they were dealt with, 

by the author and by the characters? Can you relate the novel to the 

beginning of the suffragettes? 

7. Some of the scenes where vampires and humans meet are very sensuously 

described – do you agree? How do you think the novel was received by its 

initial readership? How much of this voluptuousness remains in current 

vampire narrative?  

8. How familiar is the story to you? Did some aspects surprise you?  

9. Are there any questions to be asked of transfusion scientists regarding some 

of the assumptions made? What are the principles of blood donation? How is 

‘good blood’ differentiated? Porphyria has been used as an example of the 

symptoms of a vampire. 

10. Microbiology. The only direct mention is that Van Helsing owes Seward his life 

because Seward saved him from dying of gangrene. However, what diseases 

are reminiscent of symptoms/conditions described? Tuberculosis? Syphilis? 

Rabies? And more recently, HIV? 

11. What relationships can you identify between vampirism and infectious 

disease? Use of vampire stories to encourage discussion on disease 

transmission? Prevention? Treatment? 

12. Have you read any other novels about vampires? How do they compare with 

Dracula? Do the powers of the vampires differ?  
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