
 

 

 

 

Bad Bugs Bookclub Reading Guide: Intuition by Allegra Goodman 

The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, 

specifically microbiology, by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease 

forms some part of the story. We also try to associate books, where possible, with 

some other activity or event, to widen interest, and to broaden impact. 

We have established a fairly fluid membership of our bookclub through our website 

In The Loop (www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop), but we hope to encourage others 

to join, to set up their own bookclub, suggest books and accompanying activities to 

us, and give feedback about the books that they have read, using our website as the 

focus for communication.   

Intuition (2006) describes the activity of a research laboratory searching for a cure 

for cancer, and is set in 1987. A strain of respiratory syncytial virus shows promise in 

animal studies and the novel describes how some of the research leaders and team 

subsequently promote their discovery, and others question the findings.  

Questions 

The questions that can be asked related to this novel can address laboratory 

research in some detail. The conduct of laboratory research and researchers, and 

the research laboratory environment can be explored. Some of the questions listed 

below are rather specific, but others are more general. A book group that comprised 

research scientists/students and the general public would be especially valuable for 

this novel. 

1. Did you enjoy the book? 

2. There are several different characters who play key roles in the development 

of the story. Did you like the characters? Did you feel that they were 
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honest/likely to behave as they did? Did you have a favourite character? 

Why?  

3. If you are not familiar with life in research, were any aspects of the story 

surprising to you? If you are familiar with working in a research laboratory, do 

you think that the roles and responsibilities were portrayed accurately?  

4. What does the book say to you about research culture and scientific integrity? 

Who owns research? The grant awarder, awardee and their research staff? 

The public? 

5. Where does funding for research come from? At what point do scientists 

disclose their findings – and to whom (peers? Funders? Public? Press 

releases?)  

6. Where does research happen? Are there significant external forces affecting 

decisions made by researchers, or institutions in which research is taking 

place?  

7. How were women, and women scientists portrayed? How is teaching 

portrayed? 

8. Was there sufficient science content with regard to the research projects 

ongoing? Did perceive any ethical issues? 

9. Was the animal research necessary? How many mice/animal studies are 

necessary for publication? Does the breed of mice that is described actually 

exist? 

10. What were the limitations of Cliff’s results? Was the experimental design 

acceptable? Data recording? Reproducibility of results? What are the 

requirements for publication in a peer reviewed journal? 

11. What were the findings of the research that caused the excitement? What is 

respiratory syncytial virus? Can viruses be used to cure or treat cancers? Do 

any viruses cause cancer? 

12. What happened to the characters in the end of the novel? Was the fate of 

each appropriate? 



13. Do you think this book has value as a focus for discussion considering 

scientific integrity, culture, research etc? How would it be viewed by the 

general public/student/researchers? 

Joanna Verran 


