
 

Bad Bugs Bookclub Reading Guide: I am Legend by Richard Matheson 

The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, 

specifically microbiology, by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease 

forms some part of the story. We also try to associate books, where possible, with 

some other activity or event, to widen interest, and to broaden impact. 

We have established a fairly fluid membership of our bookclub through our website 

In The Loop (www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop), but we hope to encourage others 

to join, to set up their own bookclub, suggest books and accompanying activities to 

us, and give feedback about the books that they have read, using our website as the 

focus for communication. 

Our bookclub comprises both microbiologists and members of the general public. 

We felt that this would encourage some discussion on the science – accuracy, 

impact etc – as well as about the book.   

Questions for discussion 

1. Did you like the book? Is it science fiction? Horror? 

2. The book was written in 1954. Do you think it has dated? 

3. Essentially there is only one character – what do you make of him? What 

does he look like? Does his personality change over the 3 years described in 

the book?  

4. How long after the initial epidemic does the book start? Why are only some 

chapters dated?  

5. Why is Robert Neville immune? 

6. The book describes plenty of medical science – is it good science? Neville 

learns a lot of microbiology – is this likely? 

7. The role of a ‘germ’ in the pandemic is apparent.  The book describes a lot of 

microbiology.  

a. Was it clearly explained? 

b. How did the plague begin? 

c. What was the agent? 

d. Spores? 

e. Bacteriophage? 

f. Are any known diseases with any similarities in 

epidemiology/pathogenesis? 

g. Would serum prevent/cure? 

8. How likely is a new global and lethal pandemic? 

http://www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop


9. Neville had to explore many myths – what were they, and could he related 

them to the disease epidemiology? What myths did he explore? Were the 

infected actually vampires? 

10. There are two sorts of vampires - live and dead vampires – were the 

differences clear?  

11. Do you think the living people were there because the bacteria mutated? 

12. How did you feel about him being killed at the end? Did his victors have a 

‘valid’ reason for killing him? What reasons were given? 

13.  If you watched any of the films - How is the story interpreted in the different 

films? How are scientists portrayed in the different films? 

14. Can this novel/novel+film(s) be used in (microbiology/science) education? 
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