
 

 

 

 

Bad Bugs Bookclub Reading Guide: Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood 

 

The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, 

specifically microbiology, by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease 

forms some part of the story. We also try to associate books, where possible, with 

some other activity or event, to widen interest, and to broaden impact. 

We have established a fairly fluid membership of our bookclub through our website 

In The Loop (www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop), but we hope to encourage others 

to join, to set up their own bookclub, suggest books and accompanying activities to 

us, and give feedback about the books that they have read, using our website as the 

focus for communication. 

Our bookclub comprises both microbiologists and members of the general public. 

We felt that this would encourage some discussion on the science – accuracy, 

impact etc – as well as about the book.   

Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood (2003) is the first in a trilogy describing a future 

world which has, essentially, been destroyed by science.  The lead character, once 

called Jimmy and now called Snowman, is a lone survivor who does not seem to 

have been manipulated in any way by the interventions that were routinely and 

readily available. He is looking after ‘the children of Crake’, who have been 

engineered in different ways. 

1. What are your reactions to the book?  

 

2. Jimmy is able to look back in time and reflect on people and events that are 

familiar to us. How far in the future do you think these events are happening? 

How old is Jimmy? 

 

 

3. Although in the time in which the book is set is apocalyptically awful, the past 

narrative describes significant differences and ways of life for Jimmy and 

Crake as they grew up. What sort of world did they live in? 

 

4. What sort of scientific interventions were commonplace? 

 

http://www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop


5. What went wrong? 

 

6. Despite the enormously destructive events, there seems to be at the core, a 

love triangle. To what extend do these human interactions affect the future of 

the planet? What was Oryx’s role in the story? Did you like the characters? 

 

7. What are your reactions to the children of Crake? 

 

8. Did you identify any religious overtones? 

 

9. Crake was the (Gothic) ‘lone scientist’. What drove him? How does he 

compare to Frankenstein?  

 

10. What  happened in the end? Would you read the next two books in the 

series? 

 

11. Would this book be of value in an undergraduate (or postgraduate) class 

discussion? 

 

12. How important was microbiology to the story? 

Joanna Verran  

 


