
 

 

 

 

Bad Bugs Bookclub Reading Guide: World War Z by Max Brooks 

The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, specifically microbiology, 

by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease forms some part of the story. We also try to 

associate books, where possible, with some other activity or event, to widen interest, and to 

broaden impact. 

We have established a fairly fluid membership of our bookclub through our website In The Loop 

(www.sci-eng.mmu.ac.uk/intheloop), but we hope to encourage others to join, to set up their own 

bookclub, suggest books and accompanying activities to us, and give feedback about the books that 

they have read, using our website as the focus for communication. 

Our bookclub comprises both microbiologists and members of the general public. We felt that this 

would encourage some discussion on the science – accuracy, impact etc – as well as about the book.   

World War Z by Max Brooks narrates the experiences of a number of key survivors from the Zombie 

war that had effectively destroyed civilisation. They are all interviewed by a journalist, who is now 

publishing the book to reveal the human dimension to the crisis– the government who had 

commissioned the work was only interested in data/statistics etc.  

Suggested questions for discussion 

1. Did you enjoy the novel? Did any of the characters create an impression on you? 

2. Why do you think there is so much interest in zombies currently? 

3. What other books/films describe similar scenarios? How does this book compare with them 

in terms of : Science? Humanity? Politics? Current attitudes and events?  

4. Do you think the story will date? When was the story set? When did the events happen? Did 

this have any impact on the way in which the pandemic was detected/managed? 

5. How did the pandemic emerge? 

6. In what ways, if any, does zombieism reflect infectious disease? What were the symptoms? 

How was the disease spread? Are there any existing diseases with similar epidemiologies? 

7. Was defensive action taken quickly enough? What actions were taken? Were they effective? 

What was learnt? 

8. What prevention measures were taken? 

9. What control measures were taken? 

10. How was the world managed after the different plans were enforced? 

11. What learning about microbiology could be derived from the novel? 

12. Were you convinced as to the likelihood of the events described? Explain! 

13. What exercises could students be assigned to enhance learning of science/microbiology 

from the story? 
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14. How easily/well do you think the story will be translated into a movie? 

15. Did any particular incidents have an impact on you? 

16. Do you think something like this could happen in ‘real life’? 
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