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Dr. Leyla Hussein OBE 

 

Dr. Leyla Hussein is a psychotherapist specialising in supporting survivors of sexual abuse. She is an 

international lecturer on female genital mutilation (FGM) and Global speaker on gender rights. She is 

recognised as one of the key experts on this issue globally and her work has been presented at Oxford, 

Cambridge, UCL, Leeds, Exeter, Coventry University, International School of Geneva and many Ivy 

League faculties in the US Including Columbia, Harvard, Georgetown, George Washington and 

Pennsylvania university. Her current project, The Girl Generation, focuses on the importance of the 

emotional wellbeing of activists in the field working with survivors of FGM. She has now shared this 

approach through consultations with the UN and recently presented the success of its impact at the 

ICPD summit in Nairobi. Leyla was recently awarded an Honorary Doctorate and became an associate 

professor at West London University in 2018. 
 

She is a leading and award-winning international campaigner against female genital mutilation (FGM) 

and her passion is to create a safe spaces for women and girls. Leyla founded The Dahlia Project, the 

UK’s first specialist therapeutic service for FGM survivors and co-founded anti-FGM charity Daughters 

of Eve. She created the ground-breaking Face of Defiance project which is a series of photographic 

portraits and interviews with FGM survivors. Currently a Strategic advisor and Global ambassador for 

The Girl Generation Movement, working to end FGM Globally.  The documentary she presented “The 

Cruel Cut” was nominated for a Bafta. Leyla was named Cosmopolitan Campaigner of the Year 2010 

and she was included in the BBC 100 Women List in 2013, Woman’s Hour Power List 2014 and Debretts 

500 as one of the UK’s most influential people. She was awarded the Freedom Borough Award from 

Walthamstow Borough Council in April 2018. 
 

As a writer, Leyla has been published in national and international media and she regularly appears in 

both print and broadcast as an expert commentator on women’s rights and health with regular articles 

published in The Guardian, Cosmopolitan and The Huffington Post as well as blogs in Newsweek, 

Mumsnet, Stylist magazine, New York Times, sisterhood magazine and the Washington post. 
 

In 2019, Leyla was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the 2019 Birthday 

Honours for her work in tackling female gender mutilation and gender equality. @LeylaHussein 

https://www.thegirlgeneration.org/
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Diana Nammi 

 

 

Diana Nammi spent 12 years as a Kurdish freedom fighter and this year published ‘Girl With A Gun’ a 

book about her early life.  

In 2002 she founded IKWRO - Women’s Rights Organisation advocating for women and girls from 

Middle Eastern and North African communities affected by so called “honour” based abuse, forced 

marriage, FGM and domestic violence. As Executive Director, successes include the ‘Justice for Banaz’ 

campaign, resulting in the extradition of two of the perpetrators of the “honour” killing, the 

criminalisation of forced marriage and first national review of policing of HBA.  

In 2012 Newsweek and The Daily Beast named her one of 150 women who shake the world. In 2014 

she received the Special Jury Women on the Move Award, Woman of the Year Award and was one of 

BBC's ‘100 Women’. In 2015 she won the Women of Courage Award from the Women's 

Refugee Commission in New York and the XX1 Premis Ones Mediterrania Award.  

In 2016 she was bestowed an honorary doctorate from the Department of Law at Essex University and 

from the University of Saint Andrews in 2019. @IKWRO  
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Payzee Mahmod 

 

 
 

 

Payzee Mahmod is a survivor of FGM and child marriage, who lost her sister Banaz in a tragic “honour” 

killing.  

 

Payzee’s focus to prevent “honour” based abuse and child marriage could not be more personal. A 

Kurdish immigrant, raised in London, with a successful career in the fashion industry, she uses her 

voice to speak out as a survivor – not a victim – and has made it her mission to be a changemaker, 

helping to tackle these harmful practices.  

 

As an IKWRO ambassador and campaigner, she’s reached international audiences. She has spoken 

widely on the need for changes to the laws surrounding child marriage and “honour” based abuse in 

her TEDx talk, across radio, television and newspapers, including The Sunday Times and the BBC.  

 

Through speeches at Parliament and meeting with government officials and the Home Office Minister 

to explain first-hand why change is needed, Payzee campaigns for better education, training and 

legislation to finally make child marriage a crime. @payzeemalika 
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Dr. Karen Harrison 

 

 
 

Dr. Karen Harrison is a Professor in Law and Penal Justice at the University of Lincoln.  

Over the last 20 years, she has established a national and international profile in sentencing and penal 

policy. She has written extensively on the legal and ethical implications of risk reduction and 

management strategies with high-risk sex offenders. Dr Harrison has recently completed an empirical 

project looking at why British South Asian women fail to report sexual abuse.  

She is the author of Dangerousness, Risk and the Governance of Serious Sexual and Violent Offenders 

(2011), the editor of Managing High Risk Sex Offenders in The Community (2010) and co-edited with 

Dr. Bernadette Rainey, The Wiley-Blackwell Handbook of Legal and Ethical Aspects of Sex Offender 

Treatment and Management (2013). Her most recent publication is Penology: Theory, Policy and 

Practice (2019).  

Dr Harrison is an editorial board member of the Journal of Sexual Aggression, the Prison Service Journal 

and Sexual Offender Treatment. 
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Nazir Afzal OBE 

 

Nazir Afzal OBE, was Chief Crown Prosecutor for NW England and formerly Director in London. Most 

recently, he was Chief Executive of the country’s Police & Crime Commissioners. During a 24-year 

career, has prosecuted some of the most high profile cases in the country and advised on many other 

and led nationally on several legal topics including Violence against Women & Girls, child sexual abuse, 

and honour based violence. He had responsibility for more than 100,000 other prosecutions each year. 

His prosecutions of the so called Rochdale grooming gang, BBC presenter Stuart Hall and hundreds of 

others were groundbreaking and drove the work that has changed the landscape of child protection. 

He is the Chair of Hopwood Hall. He was appointed to the Independent Press Standards Organisation 

(IPSO). He is also National Adviser on Gender Based Violence to the Welsh Government. Most recently 

he joined the advisory board of Google’s Innovation Fund for counter-extremism.  

Nazir gives a considerable amount of time to charitable work and is trustee & Patron of several NGOs 

including DVAssist, Jan Trust, Karma Nirvana, EngageMe, Halo Project & Savera and former Chair of 

the Prince of Wales’ Mosaic Trust. He is Pro Chancellor of Brunel University. He is an Honorary Fellow 

of the University of Central Lancashire and awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Law by the University 

of Birmingham and this year an Honorary Doctorate by Manchester University. He assists the UN on 

rule of law, for example, he has chaired conferences in New York, Madrid, Norway and Geneva on 

various justice topics. 

Nazir’s has received many accolades, in 2005, he was awarded an OBE by the Queen for his work with 

the CPS and involvement with local communities. He has also had the honour of being the only lawyer 

to ever prosecute a case before the Queen. In 2007, he was awarded the CPS’s Public Servant of the 

year, named Legal Personality of the Year by the Society of Asian Lawyers, the UK Government’s 

Justice Award 2007 and awarded the Daily Mirror newspaper “People’s award” voted for by readers. 

He was awarded the Law Society/Bar Council Mentoring award.  Nazir was also selected for the Asian 

Power 100 along with the Muslim Power 100 list, recognised as one of the 100 most influential leading 

Muslims and Asians in the UK.  He has been listed in the Pakistan Power100 which regards him as one 

of the 100 most influential people of Pakistani origin in the world today. Awarded the lifetime 

Achievement Award by the Power 100, and the British Muslim Award in 2013. He was Asian Media 

Group’s “Man of the Year 2012,” and the Asian Achievers Award 2014.  The acclaimed BBC Film “Three 

Girls” was based on his case & featured Ace Bhatti playing him. @nazirafzal 
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Dr Roxanne Khan 

 

Dr Roxanne Khan is Director of HARM (Honour Abuse Research Matrix) in association with the Criminal 

Justice Partnership at the University of Central Lancashire. She established HARM in response to the 

pressing need for a more inclusive, multi-disciplinary approach to research, policy and practice for 

victims and survivors of ‘honour’ abuse, forced/child marriage and FGM. 

Dr Khan is a Senior Lecturer in Forensic Psychology and Chartered Psychologist, with two decades 

experience of working with victims and perpetrators of abuse and violence. She maintains a long-

standing research interest in the roots of aggression, seeking to understand why people inflict 

emotional, physical and sexual harm against others and the complex trauma this causes victims. 

Dr. Khan has authored 30 journal articles and research reports, 5 book chapters, and delivered oral 

presentations on her research findings for national and international audiences in Edinburgh, 

Glasgow, London, Madrid, Lisbon, and Copenhagen. In 2018, Dr Khan was Guest Editor on a first and 

record-breaking Special Issue entitled ‘Honour’ Based Abuse, Violence, and Killings, in Journal of 

Aggression, Conflict & Peace Research. This volume of work is established as the top-rated edition for 

the entire journal. With over 1,000 downloads in its first four months, it has out-performed previous 

editions that have been accruing the top spot for 5 years. She was also first author on a research article 

entitled ‘Honour’-based violence in a British South Asian community, published in Safer Communities 

- this was awarded ‘Highly Commended’ in the 2019 Emerald Literati Awards.  

As Principle Investigator and Co-Lead, Dr Khan has secured funding from Research England (Quality 

Related-Strategic Priorities Funding) and the EU Commission (Directorate General Justice) to conduct 

victim orientated projects. She is Chair of a select Expert Advisory Committee on Harmful Traditional 

Practices (HTPs), with Professor Rusi Jaspal, Dexter Dias QC, Professor Karl Roberts, Nazir Afzal OBE, 

Caroline Goode QPM, Gerry Campbell MBE, and Dr Leyla Hussein OBE. This expert panel will inform 

the first national workplace guidelines on HTPs, published in April as: Harmful Traditional Practices in 

the Workplace: Guidance for Best Practice (2020). 

In January 2020, HARM launched the Nazir Afzal Harmful Traditional Practices Essay Competition (with 

a £500 award), backed by esteemed sponsors, to encourage quality research and writing on HTPs, to 

develop ideas and raise awareness. In February 2020, Dr Khan was privileged to be nominated for 

IKWRO’s annual True Honour Awards 2020.  @HARMNetwork  

https://www.uclan.ac.uk/research/explore/projects/harm-honour-abuse-research-matrix.php
https://clok.uclan.ac.uk/cgi/search/archive/advanced?screen=Search&dataset=archive&_action_search=Search&documents_merge=ALL&documents=&title_merge=ALL&title=&creators_name_merge=ALL&creators_name=Khan%2C+R&abstract_merge=ALL&abstract=&date=&keywords_merge=ALL&keywords=&divisions_merge=ANY&clusters_merge=ANY&subjects_merge=ANY&editors_name_merge=ALL&editors_name=&refereed=EITHER&publication_merge=ALL&publication=&publisher_merge=ALL&publisher=&datestamp=&satisfyall=ALL&order=-date%2Fcreators_name%2Ftitle
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/1e61/e342852218f41c641893b91d19d14fdae775.pdf
https://www.uclan.ac.uk/news/nazir-afzal-essay-competition.php
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Sameer Neelam 

 

I was born and brought up in Warangal district of Andhra Pradesh, India. I came to the UK in February 

2009, to study for an MBA. Just before submitting my dissertation, my gender issue became publicly 

known in India through a TV channel in a dramatic situation. I was persecuted publicly and attacked 

in private. I was unable to go back to my country where I would be forced to live as a woman.  

Professor Stephen Whittle supported me when I was assaulted by my landlord in Birmingham and 

then helped me to seek asylum in the UK in 2011.  When the Home Office refused my claim, I fought 

through the courts of the UK. I was supported by Press for Change (Stephen Whittle) and All Hallows 

Church, Leeds. I won my Asylum case in August 2016.  

I am a registered social worker in the UK and am looking for work, at the moment - my ambition is to 

research gender issues. 
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Diana De 

 

Diana is a Senior Lecturer in Adult Nursing, at Cardiff University and a Senior Fellow of The Advanced 

Higher Education Academy. She is currently taking part in the Cardiff Future’s Strategic Development 

and Leadership Programme. Diana’s clinical background was predominantly critical care, where she 

worked in the UK and also in Australia. During her 17 years in Higher Education, changes in population 

demographics and strategic developments within the University sector have given rise to the need for 

Diana’s specific interest in growing ‘Diversity Leadership’. Her core subjects are based around 

enhancing inclusivity and culturally safety for all, in particular public health issues affecting BAME 

communities.  

Diana has developed pedagogy around supporting international students and has managed to embed 

FGM, Honour Based Violence and Modern Slavery within the undergraduate and post graduate 

Nursing curriculum as part of the Safeguarding agenda.  

Diana has been a Quality Assurance Reviewer with the Nursing and Midwifery Council and as a 

Florence Nightingale Alumni, she has spent time studying cross cultural management of sickle cell 

disorders in Jamaica, Cuba and the USA. Diana continues to raise the profile of haemoglobinopathies 

as a global public health issue and Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects within 

local schools.  

In 2019, Diana was a finalist in the Ethnic Minority Welsh Women in Health award for contributions 

made to STEM. @TheDianaDe 
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Beth Hall 

 

Beth is a PhD researcher in the School of Psychology, at the University of Central Lancashire.  She has 

given invited guest lectures and works as teaching assistant, delivering numerous seminars and 

workshops on the BSc Forensic Psychology course.  

Beth has worked on multiple projects as a research assistant, alongside studying for a BSc and MSc 

Forensic Psychology degree. In 2017, she worked with Dr. Roxanne Khan and Dr Michelle Lowe, on a 

project commissioned by Lancashire Constabulary. This study was published as the first HARM 

publication titled ‘Honour’ abuse: the experience of South Asians who identify as LGBT in NW England. 

In 2019, Beth was invited to work on a project supported by Research England (Quality Related-

Strategic Priorities Funding). She is co-author of the forthcoming publication: Harmful Traditional 

Practices in the Workplace: Guidance for Best Practice (2020). Beth is also co-author on a research 

paper called ‘Honour Based Abuse: Seeking Help from Professional Agencies’, written with colleagues 

from UCLan and the University of Liverpool.   

Beth is a firm believer in using a multidisciplinary, holistic approach and maintaining the connection 

between academic research and real-world practice. For 5 years, Beth worked for the Samaritans in a 

number of roles, including supporting the Listener Scheme in HMP Preston. She also currently works 

with young people, aged 16-18, with a variety of complex needs and backgrounds, including: mental 

health, offending behaviours, child sexual abuse and child criminal exploitation.  

Beth’s PhD research draws parallels to honour abuse, in terms of masculinity and the protection of 

status, honour and reputation. Her programme of studies focuses on social status, social media and 

gang violence amongst young males, and investigates CCE/gang violence from a public health 

perspective. @BLpsychresearch 

 


