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Manchester is a city 
waiting to be discovered

There is more to Manchester than meets the 
eye; it’s a city just waiting to be discovered.  
From superb shopping areas and exciting 
nightlife to a vibrant history and contrasting  
vistas, Manchester really has everything.

We hope you have a wonderful visit.

It is a modern city that is 
dynamic, welcoming and 
energetic with stunning 
architecture, fascinating 
museums, award winning 
attractions and a burgeoning 
restaurant and bar scene.

Manchester is a hot-bed of 
cultural activity.  From the 
thriving and dominant music 
scene which gave birth to 
sons as diverse as Oasis and 
the Halle Orchestra; to one of 
the many world class festivals 
and the rich sporting heritage.  

Throw into the mix an 
impressive range of galleries 
and museums (the majority 
of which offer free entry) and 
visitors are guaranteed to be 
stimulated and invigorated.

Manchester has a compact 
and accessible city centre.    
All areas are within walking 
distance, but if you want 
to save energy, hop onto 
the Metrolink tram or jump   
aboard the free Mettroshuttle 
bus.



Manchester History

Manchester has a unique history and heritage from its early 
beginnings as the Roman Fort of ‘Mamucium’ [meaning 
breast-shape hill], to today’s reinvented vibrant and 
cosmopolitan city.

Known as ‘King Cotton’ or ‘Cottonopolis’ during the 19th 
century, Manchester played a unique part in changing the 
world for future generations.  

The cotton and textile industry turned Manchester into 
the powerhouse of the Industrial Revolution. Leaders of 
commerce, science and technology, like John Dalton and 
Richard Arkwright, helped create a vibrant and thriving 
economy.

Manchester was the site of the world’s first passenger railway 
station and many scientific achievements of great importance. 
Manchester also led the political and economic reform of 19th 
century Britain as the vanguard of free trade, votes for women 
and socialist reform.

Following the decline in Manchester’s industrial importance 
during the mid-20th century prompted investment and 
rebranding changing the city’s fortunes and reinvigorating 
Manchester as a post-industrial city that has flourished into a 
modern, creative and cultural business centre.

Working collaboratively, Manchester is now recognised at 
national and international level as being world leaders in 
a number of industry sectors including Life Sciences and 
Healthcare; Advanced Manufacturing; Creative and Digital 
Industries; and Energy and the Environment. 



Libraries
Founded in 1653 the Chetham’s Library is the 
oldest public library in the English speaking world. 
It is where Marx and Engels met [in the Reading 
Room] to write parts of the Communist manifesto. 

Canals
‘Canal Mania’ began in 1761 when The        
Bridgewater Canal became the first man-made 
waterway in Britain. 

Atomic Theory
In 1803 John Dalton developed his atomic theory 
in the city. The first atom was split by Ernest     
Rutherford at Manchester University in 1919.

Manchester Bee
Adopted by Manchester in the 19th Century to 
symbolise the industrious nature of the city and 
its people, the logo can be found dotted around  
Manchester’s street furniture & in the Town Hall.

Classical Music
Founded in Manchester by Sir Charles Halle, the 
Hallé is Britain’s longest established symphony 
orchestra which gave its first performance in the 
Free Trade Hall on 30 January 1858.

The Computer
The first computer was developed here. Nick-
named ‘The Baby’ it was the first computer to 
have a stored programme and memory. It made 
the computer what it is today.

Manchester Facts

TV History
Manchester is home to the world’s lonest         
running TV soap opera, Coronation Street.    
Starting on 9th December 1960, it has been       
on our screens ever since.

Rolls-Royce
On 4th May 1904 that Charles Rolls and Henry 
Royce first met in Manchester’s city centre      
Midland Hotel.  They set up the famous company 
which bears their names, Rolls-Royce Ltd.



Visitor Services

Make the most of your time – take a 
look at visitmanchester.com to find 
out what is going on in the city.

Alternatively when you arrive, pop into the Visitor 
Information centre on Portland Street, where the team 
would be happy to give suggestion and answer any 
questions you may have about Manchester.

There is also the free Manchester Time Out App you 
can download on your iPhone to get information and 
inspiration on the go; plus you can follow @visit_mcr 
on Twitter 

E: touristinformation@visitmanchester.com
F: VisitManchester
T: @visit_mcr

For more info, follow the following social media handles: 
@creativetourist | @NQManchester | @CitylifeManc | 
@mcrconfidential | @GreatManchester | @mcrfinest





Daily Discover Manchester Tour 
This tour departs at 11am daily from outside Central 
Library (opposite St Peters Square); discover the rich 
history, landscape and culture of Manchester with a 
1.5hr walk around the city centre.  Learn about the 
different districts, landmarks and attractions whilst 
gaining an insight in to the city’s secrets and hidden 
gems. 

manchesterguidedtours.com 

Guided Walking Tours
Book a guided walking tour of the city from one of 
the qualified guides who offer an in-depth knowledge 
that will open up a whole new side of Manchester to 
you.

Whether you’re visiting for the first time or have 
known Manchester for years, there’s no better way of 
exploring its history, architecture, industrial heritage.  
You can also venture off the beaten track with 
underground tours, ghost walks and real ale trails.

manchesterguidedtours.com
newmanchesterwalks.com
jonathanschofieldtours.com
manchesterghostwalk.co.uk

Open Top Bus Tour 
Take an entertaining and informative 2-hour tour with 
live commentary on an open-top bus.  Visit the main 
sites in the city centre as well as the surrounding 
districts including Ancoats, Salford Quays and 
Trafford.  Please note this tour only operates on a 
Saturday (10.30am & 13.30pm) during the Summer 
months.

manchesterbustours.co.uk

Manchester Taxi Tours 
Take a unique tour around Manchester with John 
Consterdine the city’s only Green Badge Tour 
Guide and Taxi Driver. Conducted in a fully 
accessible traditional London Taxi discover the 
fascinating city of Manchester with over 2000 years 
of history. 

manchestertaxitours.com 

Treasure Trails (themed) 
Participants follow a series of directions taking 
them a self-guided walk around the most interesting 
and historic sights.  Along the way you must look 
for the answers to the clues based on permanent 
features along the route which solve a Murder 
Mystery, find Hidden Treasure or crack a code on a 
spy Mission.  Trails can be personalised.  

treasuretrails.co.uk

Self Guided Walks 
Download this free app to give you a heads-up 
experience: plug in your headphones, pop your 
mobile in your pocket and simply follow the audio 
directions.  If you do need extra guidance there an 
on-screen map available at all times showing your 
location, tour route and tour points.

i-tunes/manchester-walking-tours

Tours and Trails



Water Cruises

City Centre Cruises 
Enjoy a non-stop circular cruise with live             
commentary departing from our base in Castlefield, 
Manchester City Centre.  Head along the historic 
250 year old Bridgewater Canal, through Pomona 
Lock, and down the Manchester Ship Canal to 
Salford Quays and Media City.  Scheduled cruises, 
available on selected dates

www.citycentrecruises.com

Manchester Ship Canal Cruises 
Journey along Britain’s grandest canal between 
Salford Quays and Liverpool, enjoying spectacular 
scenery and a lively commentary along the way.  
Discover how this magnificent waterway shaped the 
city of Manchester and the North West of England; 
venture through locks and bridges that have 
remained largely unchanged since their construction 
over 100 years ago, and see some of the region’s 
most stunning architectural and natural sights.  
Duration:  six hour trip (April until October) 

www.merseyferries.co.uk

Manchester River Cruises
Hop aboard the Princess Katherine for a boat trip 
around the Salford Quays and Manchester Ship 
Canal.  The 45 minute round trip gives you an 
insight into the history of the area and includes                
MediaCityUK, Old Trafford and the old dry docks.  
Duration:  45 minutes.  (Summer only).

manchesterrivercruises.com

Waxi, Manchesters Water Taxi
This service runs along the Bridgewater Canal from 
Castlefield to Old Trafford and the intu Trafford 
Centre.  The boats will take an hour to travel a 
four-mile route from the Trafford Centre passing 
Old Trafford and Hotel Football before terminating 
at Dukes 92, Castlefield.  Fitted with free wifi, 
refreshments and charge points.

manchesterwatertaxis.com



Museums

People’s History Museum
Left Bank, Spinningfields, M3 3ER | 0161 838 9190 | www.phm.org.uk

The PHM tells the dramatic story of the British working class’s 
struggle for democracy and social justice. The museum galleries, 
changing exhibitions,  education service, Labour History Archive & 
Study Centre, Textile Conservation Studio, riverside café and shop 
are all housed around the wonderfully restored Pump House. 

John Rylands Library
150 Deansgate, M3 3EH | 0161 306 0555 | www.library.manchester.ac.uk

For those who set eyes on John Rylands Library for the first 
time, ‘library’ might not be the first word that comes to mind. This 
masterpiece of Victorian Gothic architecture looks more like a castle 
or cathedral. This world-class collection includes the oldest known 
piece of the New Testament, the St John Fragment. 

Manchester Museum
Oxford Road, M13 9PL | 0161 275 2648 |  www.museum.manchester.ac.uk

Explore the world at the Manchester Museum with its four floors of 
displays and exhibitions in 15 galleries featuring collections from 
all over the world. See the famous Egyptology galleries; the world 
of nature featuring mammals, birds and live animals; ethology 
collections from South America and the Museum’s own collections 
of fossils and minerals.

National Football Museum
Cathedral Gardens, M4 3BG | 0161 605 8200 | 
www.nationalfootballmuseum.com

A world-class home for the greatest collection of football 
memorabilia ever assembled. Across three floors, more than 
140,000 objects, works of art and photographs. 



The Museum of Science and Industry
Liverpool Road, Castlefield, M3 4FP | 0161 832 2244 | www.mosi.org.uk

The Museum is based on the site of the oldest passenger railway 
station in the world. The huge, 7½ acre site has five historic 
buildings packed with fascinating exhibitions, hands-on galleries, 
historic working machinery and superb special exhibitions.

Elizabeth Gaskell’s House
84 Plymouth Grove, M13 9LW   | www.elizabethgaskellhouse.co.uk 

Home of Elizabeth Gaskell, one of the 19th century’s most important 
women writers. Visitors to the house can find out about Elizabeth 
and her husband William’s work, explore the lives of their daughters 
and servants and discover the Manchester that the Gaskells knew.  
Open Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 11am to 4.30pm.

Imperial War Museum North
Trafford Wharf Road, M17 1TZ | 0161 836 4000 | www.iwm.org.uk/north

One of the most celebrated Museums in Britain today, IWM North is 
about people and their stories, about how lives have been, and still 
are, shaped by war and conflict.

The award winning building design represents a globe shattered into 
fragments and then reassembled using three of the shards (Earth, 
Water and Air), representing conflict on land, sea and air. 



Theatre, Film and the Visual Arts

The Palace Theatre and Opera House
0161 245 6666| www.palaceandoperahouse.org.uk

The Palace Theatre, often referred to as ‘The Grand Old Lady of Oxford Street’ 
is now one of the best equipped and most popular theatres in the country, 
hosting many major touring musicals. The Palace’s sister theatre is the Opera 
House on Peter Street, which plays host to touring musicals, ballet and 
concerts.

Lowry Arts Centre
Pier Eight Salford Quays, M50 3AZ | 0843 208 6000 | www.thelowry.com

Set in a magnificent waterside location at the heart of the redeveloped Salford 
Quays in Greater Manchester, The Lowry is an architectural flagship with a 
unique and dynamic identity.
Housing two main theatres and studio space for performing arts that present a 
full range of drama, opera, ballet, dance, musicals, children’s shows, popular 
music, jazz, folk and comedy.  Whilst the gallery spaces show the works of LS 
Lowry alongside contemporary exhibitions.

The Royal Exchange Theatre
St Ann’s Square, M2 7DH | 0161 833 9833 | www.royalexchange.co.uk

Housed in Manchester’s historical Cotton Exchange building; a must see on 
your visit to Manchester. There is a varied programme of plays and other 
special events; the theatre also houses the Craft Shop and Craft Shop Gallery, 
recognised as a major focal point of contemporary craft work in the North West.



HOME
2 Tony Wilson Place, First Street, M15 4FN | 0161 228 7621 | www.homemcr.org 

Formed by the merger of two of Manchester’s best-loved arts 
organisations, Cornerhouse and the Library Theatre Company, the mission 
of the new merger was to make a new HOME for curiosity seekers, for 
lovers of the dramatic, the digital and the deeply engaging; for radicals 
and reciprocators. The two new theatres will be a playful platform for 
new, commissioned work. The five screens will light up with challenging, 
independent, provoking film work. 

For show listings across all theatres see:  
manchestertheatres.com

The Great Northern, AMC Cinema
253 Deansgate, M3 4EN | 0870 7555657 | www.thegreatnorthern.com

The Grade 2* listed Great Northern Warehouse is now a lively leisure 
development with bustling bars, cafes and restaurants, casino and 
16-screen cinema. Once a neglected Victorian landmark and as the 
architects, planners and builders worked their magic, its fascinating history 
was uncovered.

Printworks, Odeon Cinema
27 Withy Grove, M4 2BS | www.theprintworks.com

The Printworks, now an entertainment complex which includes a 20 screen 
Odeon cinema with the second largest IMAX screen, was previously a 
printing house.  It ran successfully as a newspaper printer for over 100 
years producing publications such as the Manchester Evening Chronicle 
and the Daily Mirror.



Free Afternoon Recitals

Relax and enjoy a free afternoon concert at one of the following 
locations:

Royal Northern College of Music
Oxford Road | www.rncm.ac.uk

The RNCM is a world class music college and performance venue that offers 
an extensive programme of events, ranging from classical music, jazz, opera 
and folk to world music.  Some events are free, including regular lunchtime 
concerts that take place at 13.15pm most Mondays and Thursdays.  Booking is 
not required.

Chetham’s School of Music
Long Millgate, Manchester M3 1SB | www.chethams.com

The students at Chet’s perform for free at lunchtime concerts at 13.30pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday’s during term-time.  

St Ann’s Church
St Ann’s Square M2 7LF | www.stannsmanchester.com

This city centre church hosts Tuesday organ recitals at 13.00pm, performed by 
both the churches musicians and visiting organists.

Manchester Cathedral
Victoria Street, M3 1SX | www.manchester cathedral.org

Made up of up to 20 trebles and nine Lay-Clerks, Manchester Cathedral’s choir 
is something not to be missed.  The choir can be heard as they practice in the 
quire of the cathedral on most Tuesday and Wednesdays from 16.50pm to 
17.20pm, and on most Saturdays from 14.15pm to 15.15pm.





Arts and Crafts

Manchester Art Gallery
Mosley Street, M2 3JL | 0161 235 8888 | www.manchestergalleries.org

One of the country’s finest art collections in spectacular Victorian 
and contemporary surroundings. Famous for 19th century British 
paintings, particularly an outstanding collection of Pre-Raphaelite 
works; this mixed with the best international contemporary art to 
bring fresh perspectives to familiar images, create visual dialogues 
and encourage conversation and debate.  

Highlight tour - A one hour free tour introducing the gallery and the 
gems of the art collection are held every Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday 2 – 3pm.  No booking is required.

Whitworth Art Gallery
Oxford Road, M15 6ER | 0161 275 7450 | www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk

Founded in 1889 as the first English gallery in a park, the Whitworth 
has recently been transformed by a £15 million development.  
Contemporary exhibitions programmes have given new life to 
international collections, and whose risk-taking curatorial team has 
gained global attention.

The Whitworth is a gallery that is a place of research and academic 
collaboration, and whose education and learning teams have 
generated new approaches to working with non-traditional arts 
audiences. 

The Whitworth was named Museum of the Year 2015 by The Art 
Fund.



Lowry Arts Centre
Pier Eight Salford Quays, M50 3AZ | 0843 208 6000 | www.thelowry.com

The Lowry is a spectacular home to the arts and entertainment 
with a wealth of activity under one roof.  Inside this magnificent 
building, you will find The Lowry Galleries showcase changing 
exhibitions by one of Britain’s best loved artists, LS Lowry, as well  as 
paintings, sculpture and photography by artists of local, national and 
international renown.

Chinese Contemporary Arts Centre
Thomas Street, Northern Quarter M4 1EU | 0161 832 7271 | 
www.cfcca.org.uk

The Chinese Arts Centre offers changing contemporary arts 
exhibitions, workshops, education programme and information 
on Chinese art and culture. It also has a library and artist database.

Manchester Craft and Design Centre
17 Oak Street, M4 5JD | 0161 832 4274 | www.craftanddesign.com

Once home to the city’s retail fish market this Victorian building 
is now home to Manchester Craft and Design Centre; two floors 
of contemporary craft studios offering a home to thirty resident 
artists and makers who design and create a variety of handmade 
products.  Also home to an excellent cafe and a rolling programme of 
exhibitions from leading national and international makers.



Emirates Old Trafford - Lancashire County 
Cricket Club
Talbot Road, M16 0PX | 0161 282 4000 | www.lccc.co.uk

Old Trafford, International cricket venue, home to 
Lancashire County Cricket Club, also known as 
Lancashire Lightening. A test venue since 1884, 
this famous ground has seen many changes. Call in 
and pay a visit to the superstore and maybe, take a 
photo of the famous Old Trafford pitch.

Manchester City Football Club 
Etihad Campus, M11 3FF | 0161 444 1896 | 
www.mcfc.co.uk

The Etihad Stadium originally built as part of the 
Manchester 2002 Commonwealth Games, now 
home to Manchester City is one of the spectacular 
sporting arenas in the country.  Enjoy a behind the 
scenes journey around the Stadium with a City 
Legend Tour.

Manchester United Museum & Tour Centre
Sir Matt Busby Way, Old Trafford, M16 0RA | 
0161 868 8000 | www.manutd.com

Re-live the clubs triumphs, tragedies and trophies at 
the Manchester United Museum. Follow the history 
of the club from 1878 to the present day, including 
the Hall of Fame and dazzling Trophy Room. A 
fascinating day out exploring one of the world’s most 
iconic sports teams.

The National Cycling Centre
Stuart Street, Clayton M11 4DQ | 0161 223 2244 | 
www.nationalcyclingcentre.com

If you’re looking for a completely unique and 
exhilarating activity to enjoy in your leisure time, 
the National Cycling Centre is the place for you. 
They provide one hour track “Taster” sessions for 
beginners with bikes and helmets provided. 

Sport and Leisure activities
There’s no doubting Manchester’s global reputation when it comes to sport.  Whether visitors 
want to watch or take part, there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy some of the world’s best 
facilities and great experiences.



Helly Hansen Watersports Centre
15 The Quays, Salford Quays, M50 3SQ | 0161 877 7252 |    
www.watersportscentre@scll.co.uk 

Try your hand at a fantastic range of activities. From 
dinghy sailing and windsurfing to power boating and 
stand up paddleboarding. 

Junk Yard Golf
Piccadilly Place, Manchester, M1 3BN | 
www.jungyardgolfclub.co.uk

Golf as you have never seen it before! There are 
two nine-hole courses, where you have to navigate 
around heaps of junk, car parts and other unique 
miscellany. Make your way around mobility carts, 
spa baths and treadmills in search of the perfect 
round.  

Manchester Climbing Centre
St.Benedict’s Church, West Gorton, M12 5ND | 
0161 230 7006 | www.manchesterclimbingcentre.com

Manchester Climbing Centre offers something here 
for all types of climber - from complete beginner to 
the seasoned professional. Staff are fully trained, 
and the centre is ABC and AALA accredited. 

Chill factore – Manchester’s Indoor Real Snow 
Centre

Airkix - indoor skydiving tunnel emulating the 
freefall effect

Aerial Extreme - an urban high rope adventure 
course

Paradise Island Adventure Golf – golf as you’ve 
never seen it before

Powerleague Soccer Dome – the largest five-a-
side football centre in the world.

Namco funscape - a unique entertainment 
centre including ten pin bowling, bumper cars 
and pool  

Laser Quest – deactivate the lasers by tagging 
the targets

Climb the Rock – 20 different climbing 
challenges 

Trafford Quays Leisure Village
Trafford Way, M41 7JA | 
www.intu.co.uk/traffordcentre/leisure  

Enjoy a day of activity and shopping at 
Trafford Quays Leisure Village:



Places of Interest
Manchester Town Hall
Albert Square, M60 2LA | www.manchester.gov.uk/townhall  

Manchester Town Hall in Albert Square is regarded as one of the finest 
examples of Neo-Gothic architecture in the UK; a building full of dignity, 
gravitas and genunie beauty.  Built as a celebration of the great wealth  
and trading power that Manchester earned during the Industrial 
Revolution.

Central Library
St Peter’s Square, M2 5PD | www.manchester.gov.uk/centrallibrary     

Designed by architect Vincent Harris, the striking rotunda form of the 
library was inspired by the Pantheon in Rome.  In 2014 it opened its doors 
again following a four year refurbishment project which saw the Library 
open up creating a lighter, more modern space whilst maintaining the 
character of this beautiful building.

Manchester Cathedral
Victoria St, Manchester M3 1SX  | www.manchestercathedral.org  

Manchester Cathedral’s beautiful medieval building is rich in history with 
its secrets waiting to be discovered. Join our guided tours and get lost in 
a world of architecture, kings, angels, wars, art, bombs, religion and the 
history of the people who made the cathedral the beautiful building it is 
today. 

Daily Guided Tours at 11am and 2.30pm 
(every day except Sunday morning, all tours may be subject to change 
due to unforeseen circumstances). 



BBC Tour at MediaCityUK
Salford Quays | www.bbc.co.uk/showsandtours

Visitors can walk in the footsteps of their favourite celebrities, take a 
peek behind the scenes of a host of BBC channels and programmes 
and take part in their own TV production.  Tour guides will entertain 
and surprise you, giving a fascinating insight into how TV and radio 
work.  Tours last approximately 1.5 hours and must be pre-booked.

Ordsall Hall
322 Ordsall Lane, Salford M5 3AN | 
www.salfordcommunityleisure.co.uk/culture/ordsall-hall

Dating back over 600 years, it is one of the regions finest Elizabethan 
black and white half-timbered manor houses.  On your visit you can 
get the low down on Tudor lifestyles; explore the Victorian kitchen 
and walk around the beautiful grounds.  There is also a changing 
exhibition programme.

Out of Town:
East Lancashire Railway and the Rail Ale Trail
Bury | 0161 764 7790 | www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk

ELR has teamed up with some of the city’s official tour guides to 
create the now infamous Rail Ale Trail.  Go on a journey to discover 
some of the Irwell Valley’s most beautiful locations and exceptional 
pubs, all linked together by the railway.  ELR is based at Bury; take 
the Metrolink tram to Bury then a few minutes walk. 



Country Parks
Lyme Park
Disley, Stockport, SK12 2NR | 01663 762023 | 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lyme

Nestling on the edge of the Peak District, Lyme was once home to 
the Legh family and, in its heyday a great sporting estate.

Home to a large collection, ranging from treasured Mortlake 
tapestries to one of the finest clock collections in the National Trust 
as well as one of the most important printed book in the Trust’s vast 
collection, the 1487 Lyme Caxton Missal. 

Explore the Edwardian rose garden, ravine garden or luxurious 
herbaceous borders next to the reflecting lake where a certain 
Mr Darcy met Miss Bennet in the BBC production of ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’.

Tatton Park
Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6QN | 01625 374400 | www.tattonpark.org.uk

Located in 1,000 acres of the most beautiful deer park, the former 
Egerton family home is open for you to explore. You’re welcome to 
uncover centuries of history at the Tudor Old Hall and witness life 
above and below stairs in the Mansion. 

Wander at leisure through 50 acres of gardens, which have been 
developed for over 200 years with each successive owner of tatton 
playing their part in its evolution.  

Today it is an almost complete picture of how the gardens existed in 
Edwardian times with wonderful and varied features including formal 
gardens, kitchen gardens and a Japanese garden.





Shopping

When it comes to shopping, Manchester is hard to beat. 
Whatever style your heart is set on, you’ll find it here. 
The good thing is that most of the shops and quarters 
are within walking distance from each other, so it comes 
as no surprise that high-end shopping is just around the 
corner from vintage chic.

High Street Heaven on Market Street
In the heart of the city centre and car-free, Market Street couldn’t 
be a better place for high street shopping. Besides the likes of 
American Apparel and Urban Outfitters there is also the Manchester 
Arndale, a double layer of renovated loveliness stuffed to the rafters 
with big names including Topshop, Levis, Apple, Adidas and a huge 
Next.

Exclusive Shopping on King Street
King Street and St Annes Square has been a place for prestigious 
retail therapy since the 19th Century and is now home to designer 
shops including Thomas Pink, Vivienne Westwood and Pretty 
Green.

Just a short walk from here and you’ll find additional designer shops 
along The Avenue in Spinningfields and along New Cathedral Street 
where both Selfridges and Harvey Nichols can  be found offering 
designers such as Jimmy Choo, Alexander McQueen, Prada and 
Stella McCartney.



www

Vintage and Vinyl in the Northern Quarter
The Northern Quarter is packed with small and unusual shops and 
outlets, home to all sorts of oddities and quirky finds. Down the road 
you will find one of Manchester’s iconic shopping outlets.  Opened 
in 1982 and still occupying the brightly decorated corner of Church 
Street and Tib Street, the legendary Afflecks continues what it does 
best - providing affordable outlets for independent designers and 
traders. 

While the Manchester Craft & Design Centre housed in the 
beautifully restored former Victorian Fish and Poultry Market, is home 
to an array of artist-run studios offering the best in local design, 
jewellery, bags and accessories. There are also a handful    of 
shop-cum-café places that are worth checking out, namely Café 
Pop, a vintage shop with a small downstairs café, and Oaklahoma,  
a bazaar of all things weird and wonderful including gifts and home 
ware and a quirky little eatery. 

For those who are on the hunt for rare vinyl’s and independent 
music, try the different record shops along Oldham Street such as 
Piccadilly Records and Vinyl Exchange. 

Out of Town
Situated just 5 miles outside Manchester city centre, The Trafford 
Centre offers 230 stores along three miles of granite and marble 
boulevards. The Centre is also home to 60 restaurants, cafes and 
bars in The Orient and the opulent Great Hall as well as a 20 screen 
Odeon cinema.



Restaurants

Manchester’s restaurant scene offers an exciting selection of British favourites and authentic 
international flavours. In fact, it’s difficult to find a style of cooking or cuisine that isn’t represented 
somewhere within the city.   Below is just a few examples.

Oxford Road

Don Giovannis 
Oxford Street, M1 5AN
Manchester’s oldest and most trusted authentic    
Italian restaurant.

Blackdog Ball Room
Whitworth Street, M1 5NP
A New York style speakeasy and diner with a pool 
room and roof terrace BBQ.

Refuge Dining Room
The Palace Hotel, Oxford Road, M60 7HA
Small and large plates perfect for sharing with both 
hearty dishes alongside the more delicate.

The Deaf Institute
Grosvenor Street, M1 7HE
Big sharing tables & leather booths, expect fresh & 
tasty food, local ales & craft beers served up to rock 
’n roll sound track. 

Bakchich Lebanese Street Food
Chester Street, M1 5QS
Celebrating the healthy, fresh food enjoyed in the 
Middle East, a unique atmosphere, contemporary 
decor, at very affordable prices.

Peter Street

Bills
John Dalton Street, M2 6JP
Soft leather sofas, cosy booths and larger sharing 
tables, with two outside terraces.  A contemporary 
European chain.

Almost Famous
Great Northern, Deansgate, M3 4EJ
Known for paving the way in the ‘dirty food’ trend, 
there’s no denying it this is where burger dreams are 
made.

Dimitris
Deansgate/Liverpool Road M3 4FN
A Manchester institution. A combination of its Greek 
authenticity, fresh Mediterranean mezze and tapas, 
live music and great service.

Revolucion De Cuba Rum Bar and Cantina
Peter Street, M2 5QR
A fusion of flavours from Spain, Mexico and South 
America inspired by the backstreet bars of Havana.  



Mr Cooper’s House and Garden
The Midland Hotel, Peter Street, M60 2DS
Simon Rogan’s technical approach paired with his 
relationship with nature has inspired a style of food 
with deep roots to its surroundings.

All Star Lanes
Great Northern, Deansgate, M3 4EN
A bowling alley that serves Americana-style food and 
a fully stocked cocktail bar to match. 

Asha’s
Peter Street, M2 5QR
Asha Bhoshe’s Bollywood legend & kitchen prowess 
provided inspiration for international high-end Indian 
chain Asha’s.  Stylish without being intimidating.

King Street / Deansgate

El Gato Negro
King Street, M2 4LY
Award-winning tapas restaurant and bar combining 
modern & traditional Spanish flavours & techniques. 

Hawksmoor
184 Deansgate, M3 3WB
Award-winning British steakhouse, serving British 
grass-fed, dry-aged beef from Ginger Pig.

Chaophraya 
Chapel Walks, M2 1HN
Finest Thai cuisine in a luxuriously modern setting.  
Twice voted the Pride Of Manchester Members’ 
Favourite Restaurant.

Mr Thomas’s Chop House
Cross Street M2 7AR
First opening its doors in 1870 a local institution 
serving classic British food with a modern twist.

The Corn Exchange
Off Exchange Square M4 3TR
Home to a mouthwatering mix of new restaurants 
that offer a fusion of flavours from around the globe. 
Including – Pho, Cabana, Tampopo and Banyan

Piccadilly / Chinatown

The Yang Sing
Princess Street, M1 4JY
Considered one of Europe’s finest Cantonese 
restaurants, using only the freshest ingredients to 
create authentic dim sum and à la carte dishes.

Happy Seasons
Faulkner Street, M1 4FF
Do not be fooled by this restaurant’s shabby chic the 
food is second to none.

Swadesh
Portland Street, M1 4GX
Exclusive Indian restaurant offering seasonal   
menus featuring a vibrant mix of dishes from       
culinary areas across India. 

Grill on New York Street
New York Street, Piccadilly M1 4BD
A fulsome nod to the classic, yet glorious steak, 
alongside of which runs a healthy obsession with 
the freshest of produce from our seas.

Michael Caines at Abode
Abode Hotel, Piccadilly, M1 2DB
Located in the atmospheric lower level dining room, 
serving modern European cuisine.

Spinningfields / Castlefield

Manchester House
Tower 12, Bridge Street, M3 3BZ
Home to Chef Patron Aiden Byrne; fine dining     
delivered in a unique and unexpected way.

Australasia
The Avenue, M3 3AP 
Underground pan-Asian restaurant; one of the most 
eye-catching, and different, places to eat in the city.

Scene
Left Bank, M3 3AN
Indian street food by the waterside. Inspired by the 
energy and vitality of the Indian sub-continent. 

Dukes 92 
Castle Street, M3 4LZ
One of the most famous outdoor bars in the city 
with a canalside location and an eclectic menu. 

Northern Quarter

Rosylee
Stevenson Square, M1 1DB
A quaint mix of Georgian and Edwardian décor has 
evolved into a stylish restaurant and lounge bar.

El Capo
Tariff Street, M1 2FF
An authentic South American atmosphere with 
Latin influenced beats and works of art.

TNQ Restaurant
High Street, M4 1HQ
Bold & thought provoking contemporary British   
cuisine. Served in a relaxed & stylish dining room.

Bakerie and Pie & Ale
Lever Street, M1 1FN
Bakerie serves up delicious freshly baked bread, 
hearty stews and sharing platters.  Whilst next door 
(Pie & Ale) offers freshly baked pies & ales.



Kosmonaut
Kosmonaut is a convivial neighbourhood hangout 
firmly established in the Northern Quarter with 
stellar food and drinks, excellent coffee, ever 
changing art exhibitions and a fierce ping pong 
league. [Tariff Street]

The Briton’s Protection
Manchester’s oldest watering hole, a traditional style 
pub boasting over 200 whiskey’s.  The narrow front 
is dominated by tortoiseshell-brown wall tiles and 
ornate ceiling decorations whilst a lounge at the rear 
is plush with cushioned furnishings and a brass fire 
hearth. [Gt Bridgewater Street]

Cloud 23
Located on the 23rd floor of the landmark Hilton 
Beetham Tower, Manchester’s sophisticated sky bar 
offers the finest champagnes, signature cocktails 
and panoramic city views. [Deansgate]

Albert Schloss
Manchester’s first Tankovna, serving the            
freshest Pilsner this side of the Danube. Add to this, 
10 heritage brews on the taps, Alpine cocktails,   
homemade Schnapps and an uber wine list.     
[Peter Street]

The Town Hall Tavern
A traditional pub converted from Town House to 
drinking establishment in the early nineteenth  
century, which commemorates  Manchester’s  
original Town Hall.  [Tib Lane]

Cask
Located opposite the Science & Industry Museum, 
you’d be forgiven for not noticing this friendly little 
bar with it’s unassuming exterior. Squeeze through 
the tiny doors however and you’ll find a lively place 
crammed with everybody from businessmen to local 
celebs. [Liverpool Road]

Apotheca
Antique pharmacy cabinets and an almost gothic 
feel gives this Nothern Quarter cocktail bar plenty 
of character. A downstairs bar is also attached to 
Dough Pizza Kitchen next door by an underground 
tunnel. [Thomas Street]

The Wharf
Situated in a stunning position on the banks of the 
Bridgewater Canal in the heart of Castlefield, this 
Mancunian institution is without doubt Manchester’s 
busiest bar when the sun is out! [Castlefield]

Bars and Pubs
Manchester has a whole host of bars from the ultra-trendy to the traditional British style pub.     
Below is a sample of some of Manchester’s most popular bars.



Sinclair’s Oyster Bar
One of the oldest surviving buildings in central 
Manchester this pub has been serving ale since 
1720.  Sitting in The Shambles and sharing an 
outdoor seating area with the Old Wellington 
Inn. [The Shambles]

The Alchemist
What is widely recognised as Manchester’s best 
cocktail bar can be found in Spinningfields, just 
behind The Opera House. Cocktails are care-
fully crafted using a variety of molecular drinks-
making techniques that are every bit as much 
about the presentation as their extraordinary 
taste. [Spinningfields]

Duttons
Opposite the Town Hall, this successful JW 
Lees is described as a “chameleon bar”.
Duttons caters for all crowds - from afternoon 
shoppers to evening drinkers. Perfect for an 
after-work drink in Manchester or chatting with 
friends. [Albert Square]

Ape and Apple
Listed in the Good Beer Guide The Ape & Apple 
is a haunt for cask ale lovers.  The pub is also 
home to the longest running free comedy night 
(Wednesday) in Manchester; they also have a 
cool jukebox and quiz nights to keep the punt-
ers entertained. [John Dalton Street]

Sams Chop House
Sam’s is all about hospitality, good beer, wine 
and the best of British cooking.  First opening 
their door in the 1872 the building is rich with 
history;  famous faces it attracted include LS 
Lowry, who you may still find sat at the end of 
Sam’s bar… [Chapel Walk]

Atlas
Situated in the railway arches of Deansgate, 
Atlas Bar is an elegant, quality bar specialising 
in gins from around the world.... offering a huge 
terrace which is fully heated and covered to be 
used in all weathers. [Deansgate]

Peveril of the Peak
The ‘Pev’ could be Manchester’s most famous 
pub. Sat awkwardly on a triangular piece of land 
on the corner of Great Bridgewater Street, the 
amazing two tone green brick work and roof top 
washing line makes it one of Manchester’s best 
loved landmarks. [Gt Bridgewater Street]

Oast House
The Oast House offers a vast seasonal 
selection of a well-stocked cellar that caters for 
all tastes.  Food inspired by the deli, rotisserie 
and BBQ. A vintage escape from the ‘high-
street’ pub, with live acoustic music every night.  
[Spinningfields]



Music

Music has always been an important part of life 
in Manchester. Over the years, every genre im-
aginable has drawn a crowd: from classic perfor-
mances of the Halle Orchestra; the 60’s ‘British 
Invasion Band’ Herman’s Hermits; Joy Division’s 
punk era; an 80’s ‘Madchester’ scene; mid-90’s 
Britpop from Oasis, and even a viable attempt 
at hip-hop which carries on regardless from the 
ashes of a now deceased, but never forgotten, 
Grand Canal records. 

Today the city continues to build on its legacy with some 
excellent venues that play host to all kinds of musical styles. 

Night & Day, Roadhouse and numerous bars in the city host 
up-and-coming artists, whilst the O2 Apollo, Manchester 
Academy, The Ritz and the Manchester Arena present more 
established acts. If you’re more of a classical fan, head to the 
Bridgewater Hall, a regular host to the BBC Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the Halle, or try and catch a free evening 
performance of Evensong at Manchester Cathedral. 



The Deaf Institute 
135 Grosvenor Street, M1 7HE
New talent showcased regularly at this trendy bar.

Dry Bar
28-30 Oldham Street, M1 1JN
A great venue to listen to good music. Here you 
can sample great tunes from top DJs and even live 
bands.

Matt and Phreds Jazz Club 
64 Tib Street, Northern Quarter, M4 1LW
This is a legendary Manchester jazz venue,       
showcasing new and established artists from across 
the board.

Night and Day Café Bar 
26 Oldham Street, Northern Quarter, M1 1JN
A number of top acoustic, indie and folk acts
scheduled regularly at Night and Day.

Odd Bar
30-32 Thomas Street, M4 1ER
Plenty of acoustic and live music nights at this 
eclectic bar.

Ruby Lounge
28-34 High St Northern Quarter, M4 1QB
The Ruby Lounge is a bespoke 375 capacity live 
music venue that nods from the 21st century to all 
those perfect 1950’s Lounges.

The Castle Hotel 
66 Oldham Street, M4 1LE
The pub’s now deeply cemented relationship with 
the city’s music scene probably began when it was 
a stopping off point for people on their way to Band 
on the Wall… So come along, pull up a stool, and 
become a part of the story

O’Sheas Irish Bar 
80 Princess Street, M1 6NF
O’Sheas like to entertain the patrons with regular 
music nights ranging from Irish to swing.

The Sandbar
120-122 Grosvenor Street, M1 7HL
Weekly live jazz guaranteed at this hugely popular 
bar on Grosvenor Street.

Thirsty Scholar 
50 New Wakefield Street, M1 5NP
The Thirsty Scholar deals in live music on 
Thursdays and Fridays with a healthy student    
following. 

Trof
8 Thomas Street, M4 1EU
During the day it’s a laid back restaurant-cum-cafe 
perfect for recovering from the night before, and by 
night it turns out fantastic music from a variety of 
DJs and live acts.

Live Music Bars in Manchester



Getting Around 

Journey Planning
Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) is the official public 
transport body for the city.  Its website has a wealth of information 
and a number of journey planning tools to help you plan your 
journey. tfgm.com | ‘OfficialTfGM

Metroshuttle Buses
A free ‘hop on, hop off’ city centre service linking all of the main rail 
stations, shopping districts and business areas.  There are three 
services which operate on circular routes.  tfgm.com/metroshuttle

Bus
Commercial bus services run right across Greater Manchester 
helping you get out and about.  tfgm.com/buses

Metrolink Trams
Tickets must be purchased before you travel; either at the machine 
on the platform or download the ‘get me there’ app.
Metrolink.co.uk \ @MCRMetrolink

Trains
In addition to the inter-city links, the rail network connects you to the 
neighbouring towns and districts of Greater Manchester.   
tfgm.com/trains 

Manchester on Foot
Manchester is easily explored on foot.  It is possible to navigate 
the city centre within 20 minutes.  City Hosts are on hand to guide 
visitors with directions, public transport information and details on 
events taking place.  Use the walkit.com app for smartphones to 
plot your route.





Useful Information

Nearest Supermarket
All Saints Campus
Tesco Express, Oxford Road, M1 6EQ
Open 06:00 to 23:00 (Monday to Sunday)

Birley Campus
The Cooperative Food, Stretford Road, M15 5JH
Open 08:00 to 22:00 (Monday to Sunday)

Nearest Cash Point
All Saints Campus 
Students Union Building, Higher Cambridge Street, M15 6AD
Oxford Road, opposite All Saints Park

Birley Campus
The Cooperative Food, Stretford Road, M15 5JH

Nearest Chemist
Cameolord Chemist – open 08:00 to midnight
7 Oxford Street, Manchester, M1 5AE| +44 (0)161 1445

Taxi Numbers
Union Cars:  +44 (0)161 225 5566
Street Cars: +44 (0)161 228 7878
Radio Cars: +44 (0)161 281 8888



w

Accident and Emergency
Manchester Royal Infirmary | Access from Upper Brook Street
Tel: +44 (0)161 276 4147

Walk In Centre (WIC)
Manchester Royal Infirmary
Located next to the Accident and Emergency department
Open: 08:30 to 22:00 (Monday to Friday) | 10:00 to 22:00 (Saturday 
& Sunday)

NHS Direct - +44 (0)845 4647

Emergency Dentist
University Dental Hospital | Higher Cambridge Street, M15 6FH
Open: 09:00 to 10:00 (Monday to Friday) Triage starts at 08:45

Urgent In Hours Care (08.00 to 18:30) | +44 (0)161 476 9649
Urgent Out of Hours Care (18.30 to 08.00) | +44 (0)161 337 2246

Didsbury Dental Practice
Open: 24hrs, 7 days a week
Tel: +44 (0)161 445 0005 (in office hours)
Tel: +44 (0)793 064 2986 (after 6pm)

Emergency Contacts



This document has been produced for informational purposes only and does not         
imply endorsement  nor responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of such content 
or information and any use thereof is solely at the user’s risk.


