
James Hall,

Senior Project Manager, 

Nature and Wellbeing Team

My Back Yard: reflections  

and action plan of 

Lancashire Wildlife Trust



Unfortunately, validates concerns that 

TWTs have held for some time.

Further loss of wildlife spaces reduces 

habitat for insects, birds and mammals. 

At a city level, loss exacerbates the barrier 

that urban fabric poses to movement within 

the landscape. 

Significant implications for communities as 

well as wildlife.

Reflections on the study





Recent report by TWTs strengthens the argument 

for preservation of nature and greenspace linked 

to evidence on positive impact for our health and 

wellbeing. 

Recent wildlife gardening projects with Southway

Housing Trust in sheltered accommodation. For 

some residents, if there are no birds in the garden 

they may never have a real encounter with them 

again.

Contact arguably most important in urban settings 

such as Manchester.



20% of the city is still gardens and 49% of 

land cover is greenspace. 

16% of people pledged to replace an area of 

hardstanding for greenspace. Willingness is 

there, vital that people are engaged in a 

conversation on how they can take action. 

It is not all 

doom and 

gloom…



Immediate focus is on awareness raising 

and conversation to encourage and help 

residents to take action in their gardens.

My Wild Garden. Launched in March. 

Part of a wider, more long-term campaign, 

My Wild City, which has a vision of 

creating a nature-rich city that enables 

nature to be part of our everyday lives.

Actions of the Trust



Key engagement mechanism is 

provision of My Wild Garden packs. 

Information booklet, pledge postcard, 

wildflower seeds.  

Aim to provide 3000 packs in 2018.





Interactive mapping of individual action 

Main mechanism to 

evidence and 

encourage practical 

action.

• Individual gardens

• Community projects

• AWT / partner 

conservation 

activity

Launched in 

Manchester in March 

alongside the packs.



Exciting and 

positive changes by 

AVT and partners. 

It is this collective action by the public which we want to work with partners to 

inspire and support in Manchester with an aim to improve the habitat quality of 

15,000 gardens across Manchester by 2025.



My Wild Garden is the initial 

strand of our My Wild City 

campaign for Manchester.

A number of strands which will 

complement My Wild Garden 

including: 

• expansion of our schools work

• encouraging active involvement 

of people / communities with key 

wildlife sites

Fundamental to these strands and 

vision of a nature-rich city is 

development of a new biodiversity 

strategy for the city. 

The Trust and Manchester City 

Council currently developing a 

programme to undertake this work 

in 2018.


