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Britain, Slavery and Gothic Fiction 

 

Source 1: The Royal African Company 

In London, just a few doors down from the headquarters of the East India Company stood the 

headquarters of the Royal African Company. This company started off as The Company of Royal 

Adventurers, which received a royal charter from King Charles II in 1660. Its principal aim was to 

develop the African slave trade and ensure that Britain received its share of the profits. 

 

This document is from an account book showing slaves obtained in Africa by the Royal African 

Company and the islands they were delivered to in the Caribbean. 
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Source 2: The Museum of London Docklands 

This museum – opened in 2003 - tells the history of London’s River Thames. The building is an early 

19th century Georgian warehouse (built in 1802), which used to house sugar. It is in the “West India 

Docks” on the Isle of Dogs.  
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Source 3: Extract from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, 

the African. Written by Himself (1789)  

 

“At last, when the ship had got in all her cargo, they made ready, and we were all put under the 

deck. The stench of the hold while we were on the coast was so intolerably loathsome, that it was 

dangerous to remain there for any time, and some of us had been permitted to stay on the deck for 

fresh air; but now that the whole ship’s cargo were confined together, it became absolutely 

pestilential. The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, 

which was so crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. This 

produced copious perspirations, so that the air soon became unfit for respiration, from a variety of 

loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died, thus falling 

victims to the improvident avarice of their purchasers. This wretched situation was again aggravated 

by galling of the chains, now become insupportable; and the filth of the necessary tubs, into which 

the children often fell, and were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the women and the groans of the 

dying, rendered the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivable.” 

 

This book was published in London in 1789 – a slavery narrative, a travel narrative and the story of 

the writer’s spiritual journey (to Christianity). It describes the enslavement and eventual 

emancipation of its writer, Olaudah Equiano.  
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Source 4: An article from a London newspaper, published on Thursday 16th April 1789 

 

 

This article attempts to persuade its readers of the economic benefits of slavery in the West Indies. 
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Source 5: Advertisement - “Any persons disposed to buy a Negro” - published 13 September 1740. 

This advertisement from a London newspaper in 1740 reveals attitudes to slaves in Georgian society. 

Two African children aged just 14 and eight are offered for sale as domestic servants. 

 

 

 


